
Public Meeting

June 18, 2019



1. Welcome and Introduction

2. Low Water Crossing Project

3. Traffic Information

4. Questions
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Agenda



Introductions
Watershed Protection Department

Reem Zoun, P.E., Supervising Engineer

Stephanie Lott, Public Information Specialist Sr.

Austin Transportation Department

Curtis Beaty, P.E.

South Area Transportation Engineer
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Watershed Protection

• Protects lives, property and the 
environment 

• From flooding, erosion and 
water pollution

• Funding from drainage charge 

• Funds can only be used for 
drainage-related needs
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Low Water Crossings
• Hundreds of roads are at risk of 

flooding

• Flash floods can occur in minutes –

faster than we can react

• 18 water rescues on May 3, 2019
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“We had so many calls at one time, it was hard to keep track,” 
Austin Travis County Emergency Medical Services Cmdr. Mike Benavides, 

as quoted in the Austin American-Statesman.



Roadway Flooding Risk
▪ Creek crossings
▪ Majority of flood-related deaths 

are caused by people attempting 
to drive through moving water

▪ ~400 roadway creek crossings in 
COA full purpose jurisdictions

▪ Old San Antonio Road (OSR) 
Ranks Very High 

▪ OSR is at risk of ~17ft of flooding 
during a 100year storm event 
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Flood Risk Reduction Options
• Manual Barricades and flashing lights

▪ Current condition

• Gate arms 

▪ Unreliable and ineffective during storm events

▪ WPD moved away from using these

• Upgrading the bridge

▪ 17ft of inundation risk during 100-year event requires a very high and expensive bridge

• Closure of Low Water Crossing

▪ Coordination with Austin Transportation, Austin Police, Austin Fire, EMS and Parks 
Department

▪ New Fire Station at the intersection of OSR and FM1626

▪ Right of Way for alternate route was available

▪ Pedestrian safety concern along Old San Antonio Road



Proposed Future 

Brezza Lane

Road closed to 
vehicular traffic except 
emergency vehicles

New Fire 
Station

Recommended 
Solution



Advantage of Closing Old San Antonio Road

▪Protect against loss of lives during floods.

▪More reliable flood risk reduction.

▪Safer bike and pedestrian route due to significant reduction in 
vehicular traffic.

▪Reduction of emergency response requirement at LWC.

▪Maintain emergency access.

▪Historic bridge remains.



Low-water crossing

Brezza Lane
(to be constructed by City 
of Austin)

Brezza Lane
(to be constructed by 
private developer)

Traffic Signal
(to be constructed by 
private developer)

Intersection 
Improvements
(to be constructed by 
private developer)



FM 1626 Substandard Street Project

• The City of Austin evaluated FM 1626 
as part of the 2016 Mobility Bond 
Program.

• This project evaluated road 
conditions, missing sidewalks, curbs 
and drainage elements.



FM 1626 – Draft Recommendations
• Roadway reconstruction
• Lane widening and addition of a two-way left turn lane
• Signal timing optimization for existing signals at S. 1st Street
• Improved sight distance on S-curve
• Installation of new signals at Wayne Riddell Loop and Old San Antonio Road
• Construction of additional turn lanes at Twin Creeks Road, Wayne Riddell Loop, S. 1st 

Street, Old San Antonio Road, and Farrah Lane
• New 10 foot shared-use path on both sides of FM 1626

• Improved drainage
• Addition of new trees

*Funding to design and construct these improvements has not been identified.



FM 1626 Substandard Street Project

More information: AustinTexas.gov/FM1626



▪Timeline

▪Project in permitting.

▪Construction expected to begin in late 2019 or early 2020.

▪ Feedback received today will guide us on the timeline of this 

project.

Path Forward for Old San Antonio Road Low 
Water Crossing



Questions


